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Home of Handball Women's EHF EURO 2022 Teams Croatia

CROATIA

Croatia is returning to the EHF EURO after a surprising bronze medal two years ago. The 'Queens of
Shock' did almost the impossible when they ended their 11th EHF EURO participation with a historic
bronze medal for women's handball in Croatia.

Head coach Nenad Sostaric now has a somewhat changed team due to injuries. Sostaric has realistic
goals for the EHF EURO 2022, though he dreams of repeating the success. One thing is certain: even if
the bronze medal was a one-off, Croatia is rising again in women's handball.

The main concern is injuries that have put a few important players in doubt. The most significant absent
player is Camila Micijevic, one of the team's top scorers from the EHF EURO 2020. After her third ACL
injury, she will miss the competition. Her absence will definitely be visible in their style of play, as the
sharpshooter has often been unstoppable in crucial moments.

However, Sostaric will use his expertise to help Croatia adjust. Larissa Kalaus is already well known and
has been playing at a high level. Dejana Milosavljevic is an important part of Croatia's attack, but her
participation is still doubtful due to a hand injury. Sostaric's biggest problem might be Croatia’s attack
and their easy flow of play.

Croatia had been underachievers in the past decade, but the EHF EURO 2020 changed everything as the
team surpassed expectations and returned home as heroes. The 'Queens of Shock', who only lost to
France and Norway, sealed the bronze medal when they defeated Denmark 25:19. The result boosted
their confidence as they qualified for the IHF Women's World Championship for the first time in 10 years.

The team will play in Ljubljana against Norway, Hungary and Switzerland. Apart from Norway, the clear
favourites in group A, Croatia can hope for wins against the two other opponents. Progressing to the main
round would already be a great success for Croatia.
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Roster Matches Performances

# PLAYER MP GOALS SHOTS % 7M YC RC 2 MIN TP

38 Barišic, Tina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

58 Bebek, Josipa 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

43 Birtic, Klara 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

77 Blazevic, Valentina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

25 Buric, Lara 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

31 Debelic, Ana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

54 Guskic, Ema 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

59 Ivanda, Lucija 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

19 Japundža, Tena 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

51 Jarak, Lana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

17 Jezic, Katarina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

15 Kalaus, Dora 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

14 Kalaus, Larissa 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

7 Krsnik, Dora 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

52 Lovric, Ana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

32 Malec, Ana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

35 Mamic, Josipa 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

10 Milosavljevic, Dejana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

18 Miloševic, Selena 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

23 Pavlovic, Katarina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

40 Petika, Tena 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

4 Pilic, Jelena 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

37 Popovic, Elena 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

3 Posavec, Paula 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

8 Posavec, Stela 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

88 Prkacin, Kristina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

6 Šenvald, Sara 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

28 Šimara, Andrea 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

61 Tupek, Mia 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

2 Zadravec, Nikolina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 / 0 0 0 0

Player

# GOALKEEPER MP SAVES SHOTS % 7M

1 Bešen, Lucija 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

12 Kapitanovic, Ivana 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

91 Pijevic, Tea 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

92 Razum, Marina 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

47 Tucakovic, Antonia 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0/0

Ivana Kapitanovic

Goalkeeper

Current club: CS Rapid Bucuresti since 2022

Croatian international who joined Rapid Bucuresti in the
summer of 2022 for their debut CL season
Previously spent four years at Metz, where she arrived from
Podravka Vegeta
Was Croatian handball player of the year in 2019
Missed Croatia’s surprise bronze medal at the EHF EURO 2020
due to a knee injury
Made her EHF EURO debut in 2018; first appearance for the
senior national team came in 2014

Ana Debelic

Line player

Current club: Vipers Kristiansand since 2021

Played for Croatian powerhouses Lokomotiva Zagreb and
Podravka Vegeta, and Russian club Astrakhanochka
Signed for Vipers in the summer of 2021 and won the CL
2021/22 title with the Norwegian club
An excellent defender, Debelic was named the All-star line
player at the EHF EURO 2020, where Croatia won the bronze
medal
Started playing handball aged six when she was still playing
tennis and dancing. Chose handball as her sole sport when she
was 14
Loves cooking and has a degree in forestry from Zagreb
University

EHF EURO: B 2020

All-star Line Player: EHF EURO 2020

Nenad Sostaric

Coach

Current club: HC Lokomotiva Zagreb since 2013

A 63-year-old former player for Zagreb and Yugoslavia’s U18, U20 and senior national teams
Coached Croatia’s women’s youth teams and the senior national team; returned to the helm in 2017 and won the bronze medal at the EHF
EURO 2020
Coached numerous clubs in Croatia and internationally
Has been the coach of Lokomotiva Zagreb since 2013
Also coached Jordan’s men’s and women’s national teams
In 2021 received ‘Franjo Bučar’ State Award for Sport in Croatia, the highest recognition for extraordinary achievements and contributions in
sport

International medals as a coach: EHF EURO: B 2020
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https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/calendar/?startDate=2022-10-25
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903062/balatonfuredi-kse-fraikin-bm-granollers/
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903003/frisch-auf-goppingen-fejer-b-a-l-veszprem/
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903061/skjern-handbold-rk-nexe/
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903092/hc-motor-fuchse-berlin/
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903046/ystads-if-hf-pauc-handball/
http://ehfel.eurohandball.com/men/2022-23/matches/details/202311020903063/sporting-cp-alpla-hc-hard/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/teams/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/sP0ZrrGW-Lcu9PQiYwpMyw/tina-barisic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/m55N-C-9paN1lhjtUm86dw/josipa-bebek/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/rO8fFxWAlonzF0wT_0pGmA/klara-birtic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/S8Ar407LkQxvIzFW7dvOrw/valentina-blazevic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/eFPg-7HK2TVgwMhfXC2fzg/lara-buric/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/FScGuYefdk-uUyS4PwJ1Qg/ana-debelic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/IybdWiA0XDaQrZo1FEJlNw/ema-guskic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/Ugk6ZAoeYzf2df2_lW4opA/lucija-ivanda/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/x86hi7ixn2cEAP1_ulyROg/tena-japundza/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/wWaSyuAgn29NEKa7zxbtUw/lana-jarak/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/UDGJLYjY8k6fKs7oNoWafA/katarina-jezic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/mFmNYRGzmIyS2pffMRttkQ/dora-kalaus/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/98xfSkN8c3A2rp4lNq5PtQ/larissa-kalaus/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/MN1mNd3ljLonPuru-MKmFw/dora-krsnik/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/6qbf30XaTJHuqwI2MXtIwg/ana-lovric/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/7684aPE9v7rBELA7mr55HA/ana-malec/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/FvS7OO5r-UY7qM5BhEUXPg/josipa-mamic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/gHpvT1P9WB9TPKm497Ksig/dejana-milosavljevic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/V835MZQxsnQcB1WruIodDQ/selena-milosevic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/jxCYzmy0NItO-5uUN50XAw/katarina-pavlovic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/zmswHsRmY39qxZN4cztkUQ/tena-petika/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/h3bdVtjSKA1M7fuvOKP87A/jelena-pilic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/tNoYYJ_xwyUUNwlSDSZWZQ/elena-popovic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/lI9sioDVm54bBryOSkhLBQ/paula-posavec/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/rbbjCYCOzHgyybsLL-lkYg/stela-posavec/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/2Wh31NbAjMkBv22XdTiOBQ/kristina-prkacin/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/D6FXvPR-01FjrjpTlrUNQg/sara-senvald/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/YUsm9eKxH57wBVBbUhTsfg/andrea-simara/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/G0mf8TfN5vPI3bRckRwBug/mia-tupek/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/8rxVil2GmCJ-05wi_xGBNA/nikolina-zadravec/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/FjIzLQfUKuZwjlTnVUI7TA/lucija-besen/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/uyZItB6v_LOjRjVFvvHZWw/ivana-kapitanovic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/E5YN6zCa7Nd-KKCAbx214g/tea-pijevic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/EOgQWJr_zQlP5tI7xrs9Ww/marina-razum/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/-uo_AV2tZ1KPeF2ZBrKO-g/antonia-tucakovic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/uyZItB6v_LOjRjVFvvHZWw/ivana-kapitanovic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/FScGuYefdk-uUyS4PwJ1Qg/ana-debelic/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/player/VhlI22IxVZpfKhPQ_t0jNw/nenad-sostaric/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/teams/
https://www.facebook.com/ehfeuro
https://www.instagram.com/ehfeuro/
https://www.youtube.com/c/thehomeofhandball
https://twitter.com/ehfeuro
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/who-we-are/the-ehf/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/who-we-are/ehf-marketing-gmbh/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/who-we-are/ehf-commissions/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/who-we-are/ehf-federations/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/what-we-do/calendar/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/what-we-do/publications/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/what-we-do/ehf-anti-doping-unit/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/what-we-do/ehf-education-activities/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/men/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/services/ehftv/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/services/tv-guide/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/services/ehf-family/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/services/ehf-learning/
https://www.eurohandball.com/en/services/ehf-whistleblowing-platform/
https://www.iubenda.com/privacy-policy/30710801
https://www.iubenda.com/privacy-policy/30710801/cookie-policy
https://www.iubenda.com/terms-and-conditions/30710801
javascript:void(0);
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/news/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/matches/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/women/2022/teams/
https://tickets.eurohandball.com/women2022?utm_source=eurohandball&utm_medium=ehfeuro&utm_campaign=W22Tickets&utm_content=ML?utm_source=eurohandball&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=W22Tickets

